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Objectives, results  
and success stories 

The bioXclusters alliance was forged by four leading 
European life science and healthcare clusters. With a 
common vision to foster internationalisation in non-
European markets, bioXclusters set up the bioXclusters plus 
project, as the European Strategic Cluster Partnership on 
Personalised Healthcare. The bioXclusters plus project has 
been supported by the European Commission Executive 
Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) 
COSME programme. It started on 1 January 2016 for a two-
year period and funding is today reaching an end, while the 
bioXclusters alliance continues. 

The alliance has been presented during international 
Conferences, such as BIO-Europe fairs (November 2016 in 
Cologne and November 2017 in Berlin), BIO-Europe Spring in 
March 2017 in Barcelona, also at BIO-Japan in October 2016 
and 2017. The project also competed on 8 December, 2016, 
for the Best ESCP-4i during the European Cluster Conference 
in Brussels. The alliance events and news have been regularly 
published on its ECCP profile and on its blog (more than 70 
publications in total). 

The approach was to work hand in hand with clusters, science 
parks and economic agencies through the signatures of 
MoUs and the implementation of international Gateways. 
The innovative Gateway concept consists of specific sets of 
services to the benefit of SMEs.

In order to build the Gateways for companies, the alliance 
organised 8 Cluster-2-Cluster (C-2-C) sessions, 3 fact-finding 

missions (to Japan, China and the US) and 3 inbound missions. 
These events led to the signature of 8 cooperation agreements 
with global key regions, covering 7 target countries.

Furthermore, an online platform was implemented, 
collecting SME profiles, presenting their competences for 
collaborations. In order to nurture this platform, the project 
partners launched a call for interests collecting SME needs for 
internationalisation and partner search. In the end, 21 SMEs 
requests have been collected from June to September 2017. 
They are now receiving support from Gateway organisations 
and dedicated service providers located in the target regions. 
In addition to this tailored support, European SMEs benefited 
from the organisation of 4 Business-2-Business (B2B) sessions 
(2 editions of the EU – Japan Biotech & Pharma Partnering 
Conferences in Osaka on 11 October 2016, and 10 October 
2017, 1 B2B session with AbbVie on 22 March 2016, 1 B2B 
session with South Australia Health in December 2017) 
including partnering meetings and pitch presentations. Most 
of the SMEs that participated in the bioXclusters plus activities 
expressed a strong level of satisfaction.

Continues on the following page →

bioXclusters: objectives and results

https://bioxclusters.eu/
http://www.biocat.cat/en/what-we-do/internationalization/european-networks-and-projects/bioxclusters-plus
http://www.biocat.cat/en/what-we-do/internationalization/european-networks-and-projects/bioxclusters-plus
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en
https://ebdgroup.knect365.com/bioeurope/
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A Gateway is a local organisation, which is an entry point 
to an ecosystem focusing on the personalized medicine 
innovation cycle. Gateway partners are carefully selected by 
the bioXclusters alliance as reliable cooperation partners in 
the target market. The innovative Gateway concept consists in 
setting specific sets of services to the benefit of SMEs. A list of 
tailored services has been defined, to be provided for free or 
with fees by the Gateways directly or through service providers. 
Gateway services can foster soft landing, partner research 
and identification, as well as facilitate the development of 
research and commercial relationships across the world. The 
list of services includes market studies, support for regulatory 
issues, support for search of R&D or commercial partners, 
search for distributors.

Australia
“Health Industries South Australia connected us with key 
partners and we are following them. We are looking positive 
at the plans to partner with impact investors from Australia.”  

Jesus Purroy, General Manager of Avida Biotech, 
a company from Biocat, BioRegion of Catalonia.

Avida Biotech is a Catalan Company which is developing 
broad-spectrum antiviral products to prevent neglected 
infectious diseases. Our main focus is on Dengue, 

Chikungunya and Zika. These products will be affordable for 
people at the bottom of the pyramid. 

Brazil
“Herniamesh participated to the bioXclusters plus initiative 
and worked with Cinnamed, one of the Gateways for Brazil. 
Herniamesh received support for registering its products 
on the Brazilian medical devices market and for finding 
appropriate legal and commercial structures in the country.”

“bioXclusters gave us a good opportunity to find and have 
access to competent support for the Brazilian market, which 
is notoriously to approach. It definitely saved us a lot of time 
and effort.”

“My first recommendation to tackle the Brazilian market is to be 
very careful, the best thing to do is to rely on capable experts.”

Sandra Gratelli, General Manager of Herniamesh, 
a company from bioPmed.

Herniamesh is an Italian company which, through its worldwide 
distribution network, produces and markets medical devices 
for inguinal and abdominal hernioplasty, for the treatment of 
the dysfunctions in the pelvic floor and for the treatment of 
pressure ulcers.

Success stories on targeted markets and from our Gateways

Continues on the following page →

http://www.avida-biotech.com
http://www.herniamesh.com/en/
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Canada 
“TO Health! is building international Gateways for health 
sciences. We developed strong working relationships with 
bioXclusters to provide introductions and partnership 
gateways into Toronto, Ontario, Canada.”

Ella Korets-Smith, Executive Director TO Health! 
 During BIO-Europe 2017 in Berlin

Mosaic Biomedicals is a company belonging to the Bioregion 
of Catalonia, collaborating with Northern Biologics, one of the 
members of the TO Health! Initiative. At BIO-Europe 2017 in 
Berlin, Judit Anidó (Co-founder & CEO, Mosaic Biomedicals) 
and Stefan Larson (CEO, Northern Biologicals) shared their 
experiences, offering key advice and learned lessons for 
stimulating synergies and innovation. This collaboration is a 
perfect example to study the success factors, which promote 
transatlantic cooperation between two clusters. 

China
“Easyfor participated in the bioXclusters plus initiative and 
worked with Fengling group, the bioXclusters Gateway 
for China. Easyfor received support to get a general 
understanding of the dental implant market in China, define 
a market access strategy and identify an ideal distributor for 
its products in the country.”

“The support we received was very competent and allowed 
us to have a better picture of the Chinese market. We will now 
have to put into action what we have learned from it.”

“The Chinese market is extremely complex and very different 
from the European one. A European company, which would 
like to tackle it, needs to remain very competitive and pay 
much attention to fiscal and registration costs.” 

Bruno Fornengo, CEO of Easyfor, 
a company from bioPmed.

Easyfor Implants is a brand made in Italy. Its products differ 
from low-cost ones, nowadays widely spread on the Italian 
implant market, for their quality and for the reasonable sales 
prices as compared to the prices proposed by the best-known 
manufacturers.

Objectives, results  
and success stories 

← Continued from the previous page

Success stories on targeted markets and from our Gateways

http://www.mosaicbiomedicals.com
http://www.tohealth.ca
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Japan 
Did the participation of the activity resulted in increased 
paperwork? 

Undoubtedly, participation in an event of this magnitude 
requires a remarkable increase in bureaucratic efforts, and 
more as a result of visiting a country with a different culture 
than ours. However, the assistance and support of BIOCAT 
and ACCIO greatly facilitated the work. 

Did the activity saved you time compared to landing on 
your own?

Effectively, the activity represented a saving in time and 
effort that if we had tackled it at our own risk. That is why it 
is advisable to participate.

Which would be your first recommendation for a European 
life sciences SME looking for tackling this market?

Japan is an airtight, difficult market that requires a lot of work 
to generate a state of confidence prior to the negotiation itself. 
For this reason, the best advice is to have a lot of patience and 
study the customs of the country before traveling in order 
to quickly identify aspects of the conversations that allow us 
to understand the direction of the commercial action itself. 
Closing a business in Japan is a matter of time and loyalty. 
Therefore, never abandon your willing!

Javier Terriente, Chief Scientific Officer of ZeClinics,  
a company from Biocat, BioRegion of Catalonia.

ZeClinics is a Biotech Contract Research Organization 
(CRO) and early-phase biopharmaceutical (PHARMA) 
company from Barcelona. ZeClinics uses zebrafish for 
high-through put safety and efficacy screenings of novel 
chemical molecules, with pharmaceutical, environmental, 
chemical, cosmetic or nutritional potential. ZeClinics CSO, 
Dr. Javier Terriente participated in the European Biotech 
& Pharma Partnering Conference (10 October 2017) in 
Osaka: organised by the bioXclusters plus programme in 
collaboration with the EU-Japan Centre.

US 
The Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology is an international 
leader in biomedical research with special expertise in cancer 
research and vaccine development. The Institute works actively 
to ensure that research advances move from the laboratory to 
the clinic as quickly as possible. As a Gateway for bioXclusters, 
Wistar’s business development team is advancing science and 
technology development through creative partnerships.

Objectives, results  
and success stories 

← Continued from the previous page

Success stories on targeted markets and from our Gateways

http://www.zeclinics.com
https://translate.google.com/translate?depth=1&hl=gl&rurl=translate.google.es&sl=es&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://www.biocat.cat/es/agenda-del-sector/european-biotech-pharma-partnering-conference-2017
https://translate.google.com/translate?depth=1&hl=gl&rurl=translate.google.es&sl=es&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://www.biocat.cat/es/agenda-del-sector/european-biotech-pharma-partnering-conference-2017
https://www.wistar.org
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Wistar Institute works with the following groups to offer services 
to European companies:

European American Enterprise Council: soft-landing programs 
and facilitating all aspects of collaboration between US and 
European SME and other partners

University City Science Center: space, physical and network 
opportunities in the Philadelphia Region

Philadelphia Department of Commerce, Internal Investment 
Office: on all questions related to tax breaks, setting up business, 
resources to support international business operations

Life Sciences PA: economic development, resources questions 
pertaining to life sciences businesses and industry in the region 
relative to the US

Philadelphia Research Consortium: to help connect SMEs 
to a broad network of regional research institutions to foster 
research collaborations aimed to advance SME’s preclinical 
programs

YourEncore: access to expansive network of life sciences, 
pharma and med device, regulatory and other industry veterans 
to address specific project-by-project questions

South Korea
bioXclusters Gateway to Korea is: Chuncheon Bioindustry 
Foundation.

 In the bioXclusters plus project, the alliance worked with G&S 
Korea Inc. to assist the Bavarian company Bicoll with their 
market entry in Korea:

•  Needs: to get ready to use marketing environment 
understanding in order to arrange the targeted business 
meetings with potential clients in South Korea

•  Results: G&S Korea and Bicoll met up in South Korea in 
December 2017 and Bicoll received a detailed market 
research study, focussing on the Korean Pharmaceutical 
and Cosmetics market, on potential clients and 
competitors, potential distributors, academia in 
bioscience and pharma exhibition & fairs.

Bicoll is now following-up on the information and contacts they 
were provided with by the project. Even if it has been done 
by an external partner such as G&S Korea, Bicoll is looking 
positive at the plans to start their business in Korea in 2018.

Objectives, results  
and success stories 

← Continued from the previous page

Success stories on targeted markets and from our Gateways

http://www.eaecouncil.com
https://www.sciencecenter.org
https://www.wistar.org/research-discoveries/philadelphia-research-consortium
http://www.cbf.or.kr/?groupid=2
http://www.cbf.or.kr/?groupid=2
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The intense and successful story in cluster and SME 
internationalisation written by bioXclusters, lead to a series of 
lessons learnt and implemented to other knowledge-intensive 
and emerging sectors. We have identified that European 
life sciences SMEs need support to define the right strategy 
for their internationalisation. This includes coaching on the 
following fields: identification of appropriate goals and skills 
and resources that are necessary, as well as entry points and 
partners in international markets. In this regard, the clusters’ 
management organisations are one of the key components to 
support the growth of SMEs:

1.  From an SME point of view, there is a necessity to define its 
internationalisation strategy and typologies of actions at a 
very early stage with the support of cluster organisations. 
Clusters organisations are the right level of intermediary 
to support SME internationalisation thanks to their 
specialisation and accurate knowledge a specific sector and 
market challenges. It is also important to provide SMEs with 
key information package. 

2.  Clusters should develop tailored and individual support to 
SMEs, via interviews or surveys to define their needs, then 
to identify of specific and relevant external experts. It is 
particularly important for SMEs that the clusters keep the 
position of intermediary between the SME and the external 
expert. It ensures a smoother relation between the parties 
and it generates a more trustful environment. 

3.  Clusters and business organisations should organise B2B 
sessions dedicated to SMEs with a partnering system. A key 
success factor is to work hand in hand with an organisation 
that has the possibility to mobilise and pre-select relevant 
companies, in order to ensure the quality of the face-to face 
meetings. These B2B sessions are particularly relevant at 
the occasion of an outbound mission, and can be combined 
with individual agenda of visits. 

4.  It is crucial to start from exploiting the respective existing 
networks to identify first partners and network entries. 
Indeed, over the years each bioXclusters’ partner has 
individually developed relations outside Europe with local 
partners. In the alliance framework, it has created a first 
base to initiate the shared relations with the gateway 
organisations. The strong asset of the alliance, since the 
beginning, comes from each one’s capability to trust each 
other and mutualize a relation that might have been 
formerly developed individually.

5.  For the outbound mission, it is particularly relevant 
for SMEs to travel with other European clusters’ SMEs, 
generating additional collaboration opportunities. 
Moreover, it generates a critical mass having a stronger 
visibility and credibility towards global players.

Lessons learned
5 lessons learned for cluster internationalisation 

from the bioXclusters experience
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bioXclusters plus offers its SMEs and cluster partners 
the following four tools to support their international 
development. In addition, the alliance has written a series of 
country reports on its strategically defined markets. The four 
tools are: 

SME tools
from the bioXclusters initiative

bioXclusters plus 
Collaboration Platform
bioXclusters plus Collaboration Platform is an internal 
new platform to facilitate our SME’s collaborations with 
Gateways and other partners on a global level.

The eLSi e-learning platform
On the eLSi website, bioXclusters plus provides companies 
with key information for successful market entry into 
eight strategic life science markets. Containing interviews 
with experts, market reports, information on key country 
players, regulatory needs, tips on how to negotiate 
and much more, access the eLSi learning platform to 
obtain information on how to successfully develop your 
internationalisation strategy into these countries.

Easyspeak, the online 
language system
Easyspeak is an online communication tool developed 
specifically for life sciences and healthcare companies who 
wish to expand internationally. Financed by the EU as part of 
the Erasmus+ programme, it allows users to read and hear 
a broad selection of basic words and phrases needed for 
everyday communication in business abroad with life science 
specific glossaries. Easyspeak supports the languages of the 
four targeted countries of bioXclusters plus (Chinese, English, 
Japanese and Portuguese) in addition to six other languages 
(Arabic, French, Greek, Italian, Korean and Spanish).

Life Sciences country reports 
bioXclusters plus has elaborated a series of reports about its 
strategically defined markets which comprise key country 
information for successful market entry. In addition, it 
offers links to documents created by third parties which 
contain complementary information and data about the 
countries: China, Brazil, Japan and US. 

https://bioxclusters.eu/sme-tools/
https://bioxclusters.eu/sme-tools/
https://bioxclusters.eu/docs-resources-2/
http://bioxcp.bipcaweb.it/login/?next=/
http://www.elsi-project.eu/
http://www.easy-speak.today
https://bioxclusters.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/china-country-report2016_vf.pdf
https://bioxclusters.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/bioxclusters-plus_brazil-country-report-2016-_final-v21.pdf
https://bioxclusters.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/bioxclusters_-japan-country-report_biom.pdf
https://bioxclusters.eu/docs-resources-2/
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BIO-Europe Spring – held from 20 to 22 
March 2017 (Barcelona, Spain)
Canada is a country presenting interesting assets for European 
companies undergoing international expansion, as expressed 
by the SME members of the bioXclusters regions. 

In order to build up collaboration opportunities, the 
bioXclusters alliance, started discussions with some cluster 
organisations during BIO Intl. Among them, TO Health!, 
an industry-led public private partnership, working as the 
Toronto Cluster organisation, shares our strong interest 
to foster external relations and our strong focus in 
Personalized Healthcare. 

Apart from this, a mutual collaboration MoU has been 
signed between TO Health! and bioXclusters plus in 
December 2016 for building bioXclusters Gateways in 
Canada. To that end, bioXclusters organised a session 
within BIO-Europe Spring 2017 to compare business 
environments for the development and internationalisation 

of personalized and precision medicine between Canada 
and Europe. Mosaic Biomedicals is a company belonging 
to the Bioregion of Catalonia while Northern Biologics 
is one of the members of TO Health! Initiative making 
this a perfect example to study the success factors which 
promote transatlantic cooperation between two clusters. 
In this session, Judit Anidó (Co-founder & CEO, Mosaic 
Biomedicals) and Stefan Larson (CEO-Northern Biologicals) 
shared their experience, offered key advice and learned 
lessons for stimulating synergies and innovation. 

News about our activities
Matchmaking events and trade missions

Continues on the following page →

BIO-Europe Spring (BES), the premier springtime partnering 
conference which takes place in Europe.

http://www.tohealth.ca/
http://www.tohealth.ca/
https://ebdgroup.knect365.com/bioeurope-spring/
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Mission to China from 15 to 16 May 
2017 (Shanghai, China) 
From 15 to 16 May 2017 bioXclusters plus carried out a China 
Mission, bringing clusters and companies together at the Sino 
European Bio Partnering (SEBP) event. 

Following bioXclusters plus strategy, the metacluster alliance 
signed a Gateway agreement with Fenglin Group in order to 
provide guidance, consultancy and support to European life 
- sciences SMEs interested in doing business in China. This 
Gateway Agreement established that European companies 
might receive a support from Fenglin BioMedical Center to 
ease the European life - sciences SMEs entering the Chinese 
market or looking for business partners in China. 

The Agreement also offers the bioXclusters alliance, 
comprising of Biocat (Spain), BioM (Germany), BioPmed (Italy), 
Lyonbiopole (France) to become an entry point to Chinese 
companies aiming to get into the European Life Sciences 

market. On 15 May 2017, representatives from bioXclusters 
plus and Fenglin Group signed a Gateway Agreement to offer 
free services and guidance for SMEs in their operations in 
China. This Chinese Gateway Agreement has been signed with 
Fenglin Biomedical Center (BioFM), an innovation platform 
based in Xuhui Shanghai, part of Fengling Group, which 
owns four important biomedical parks in the Shanghai Area, 
including Juke Park (in Zhangjiang) and Shanghai Fenglin Life 
Healthcare Park.

Continues on the following page →

← Continued from the previous page

Representatives from bioXclusters plus and Fenglin Group 
signing the Gateway Agreement.
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Japan Mission from 9 to 12 October 
2017 (Osaka and Yokohama, Japan)
Japan is the second largest pharmaceutical market in the 
world and leader in imports of the sector. Japanese life 
sciences companies are in the process of globalization and 
need alliances with foreign companies and biotechnology 
institutions to develop new medicines and incorporate new 
technologies. To that end, Japan is a strategic market for 
the bioXclusters metacluster alliance. In collaboration with 
its Japanese Gateway Osaka Bio Headquarters, and with 
support of the EU-Japan Centre for industrial collaboration, 
bioXclusters organised a mission to Japan in October 2017, 
following the 2016 success.

The organised mission allowed to attend the following 
events: BioJapan (11 to 13 October 2017), European Biotech 
& Pharma Partnering Conference (10 October 2017), 
Regenerative Medicine Japan (11 to 13 October 2017) 
partnering conference organised by the bioXclusters plus 

programme in Osaka in collaboration with the EU-Japan 
Centre. Regenerative Medicine Japan offers business contacts 
to industry professionals who are looking for potential partners 
in the EU and Japan to ensure sustainable global business 
development and growth. This conference was fostered by 
bioXclusters “Japan Gateway” Osaka Bio Headquarters. This 
allowed European companies to meet potential Japanese 
Business partners of the region.

Continues on the following page →

← Continued from the previous page

News about our activities
Matchmaking events and trade missions

During the event, business representatives of EU companies 
had the opportunity to attend pre-arranged B2B meetings.
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BIO-Europe – from 6 to 8 November 
2017 (Berlin, Germany)
In order to present new Gateway organisations, which 
facilitate SME soft-landing in global key markets, bioXclusters 
organised a session at BIO-Europe 2017 in Berlin, Germany: 
“Global Gateways for European life science clusters and their 
companies.” The bioXclusters plus Gateway seminar provided 
information about the Gateways’ internationalisation 
Services. The seminar was opened to all European regions, 
networks and science parks, and interested companies. After 
presentations from selected global gateway organisations, 
a Berliner Weisse beer reception offered the opportunity to 
exchange business cards and to network with European and 
global contacts. Presenting Gateways included:

• TO Health!, Toronto, Canada – Dr. Ella Korets-Smith
•  Osaka BioHeadquarters / Osaka Prefecture – Senri Life 

Science Foundation, Japan – Dr. Tamio Sugawara

•  Health Industries South Australia, Australia – Mr. Tony 
Mulcahy

In Addition, you could visit bioXclusters at the booth of the 
European bioXclusters plus project, where our representatives 
from Biocat, BioM, BioPMed and Lyonbiopole attended 
requests and explained about the bioXclusters initiatives and 
Gateways.

← Continued from the previous page

News about our activities
Matchmaking events and trade missions

BIO-Europe is an opportunity to find licensing partners, 
technology cooperation or investment.

Continues on the following page →
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Shanghai Biotalk
China Investment in European Life Science 

To encourage Chinese investors to seek more investment 
opportunities in European innovative companies. The event 
was co-organised with KPMG (Europe), G-Med and Basel Area 
on November 8, 2017.

China Medtech Partnering 2017

The 5th CMP conference was organised during 3 and 4 
November, 2017, co-organised by G-Med Consulting and 
Suzhou Medtech Park. The main topics of the conference were 
Artificial Intelligence and Medical Robots development, and 
new biomaterials applications, as well as partnerships between 
Chinese and international SMEs in the medtech area. EasyFor, 
the Italian dental implant company, a member from BioPmed, 
attended this event. G-Med also presented Neolys from 
LYONBIOPOLE during the showcase session at the conference.  

Continues on the following page →

News about our activities
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During the event some strategies and challenges for Chinese 
pharmaceutical companies were discussed.

Industry experts and specialists shared their expertise during 
the CMP.

← Continued from the previous page
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Business Conference in Osaka
Following last year, European Biotech & Pharma Partnering 
Conference, Osaka 2017 took place in Osaka on 10 October 
2017, the day before BioJapan (an annual exhibition in 
Yokohama) and bioXclusters plus participated in it. This 
conference was co-organised by Osaka Bio Headquarters and 
EU-Japan Centre. 

Osaka has been called “Town of Pharmaceuticals” in the last 
400 years. Life-science related companies, universities and 
institutions are concentrated in the region. To Osaka, the 
heart of life science in Japan, 63 companies from 11 countries 
(Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, 
Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and the UK) went over to 
meet 43 Japanese companies. The number of the meetings 
was 375 in total and numerous positive feedbacks were given. 

On 9 October 2018, the business conference will be held in 
Osaka again. Save the date and take advantage of this great 
opportunity to enter the Japanese market!

← Continued from the previous page
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The event serves a perfect platform to meet representatives of 
Japanese companies.

https://bioxclusters.eu/tag/osaka/
https://bioxclusters.eu/tag/osaka/
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Inbound mission from HISA 
Companies from the bioXclusters regions joined the incoming 
mission from the South Australian Government.

This reverse mission is part of the bioXclusters plus 
internationalisation project, which came out of the 
bioXclusters alliance. The event was promoted by Biocat 
and BioM under the framework of the bioXclusters plus 
internationalisation project. Discovering the opportunities 
that may be available in the life sciences ecosystem of Adelaide 
(Australia) for companies from the BioRegion: this was the aim 
of the reverse mission organised in December by Biocat and 
BioM in conjunction with bioXclusters plus, Health Industries 
South Australia and the Government of South Australia.

Seven Catalan companies were potentially interested in the 
Australian market, between them: Ferrer, Àvida Biotech and 
Happy Injections, a start-up from the d•HEALTH Barcelona 
program promoted by Biocat. 10 Bavarian companies 
participated in the Munich event, three of which are now 
actively involved in follow-ups with regards to doing business 
in South Australia.

← Continued from the previous page
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Marco Baccanti, South Australian Government, at Biocat, 
Barcelona, Spain.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide
https://bioxclusters.eu/
http://healthindustries.sa.gov.au/about-health-industries-south-australia.html
http://healthindustries.sa.gov.au/about-health-industries-south-australia.html
https://www.sa.gov.au/
https://www.ferrer.com/
http://www.avida-biotech.com/
http://www.biocat.cat/en/news/telemedicine-eye-diseases-pharyngitis-and-childrens-fear-needles-topics-dhealth-barcelona-2017
https://dhealthbarcelona.lpages.co/dhealthbarcelona2018/


European Cluster Partnership
on Personalised Healthcare

European Cluster Partnership
on Personalised Healthcare

Co-funded
by the COSME programme 

of the European Union

Lessons learned

Objectives, results  
and success stories

SME tools

Upcoming activities

About bioXclusters

News about our activities

This initiative is part of the project bioXclusters PLUS - the European Strategic  
Cluster Partnership (ESCP) on Personalised Healthcare which has received funding 
from the European Union’s COSME Programme (2014-2020)Newsletter February 2018

Marco Baccanti presented some of Adelaide Biomedical 
ecosystem strengths, like R&D incentives, access to capital, 
clinical trials and medtech manufacturing potential, to 
companies from bioXclusters areas. It also presented how 
HInSA can help their business and break into the Asia-
Pacific market using Australia as a launchpad. From R&D to 
manufacturing, from sales and marketing to distribution, 
Adelaide could become an interesting spot in Asia Pacific to 
establish operations and grow business in Asia Pacific.

← Continued from the previous page

Marco Baccanti, South Australian Government, at BioM, 
Bavaria, Germany
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Toronto Health Innovation Week  
(9-13 April 2018) 
Toronto hosts the largest geographic concentration of health 
science assets in Canada, with strong connections to other 
global knowledge and market centers in the health sciences, as 
well as the MaRS Discovery District, one of the most innovative 
hubs in Canada. 

Toronto Health Innovation Week (from 9th to 13th of April 
2018) is aimed at investors, start-ups, partners and companies 
in the biotech sector in order to connect, finance and listen to 
experts from this field. During the event, there will be more 
than 50 activities throughout the region.

In the framework of the Toronto Health Innovation Week 
a business mission will be held in Canada organised by per 
Biocat, ACCIÓ, Canada Consulate in Barcelona, TO Health!, 
Global Affairs Canada and Government of Canada.

As a long-term result of bioXclusters alliance, Biocat leads a 
business mission in Canada (Toronto) within the framework of 
the Toronto Health Innovation Week.

The mission will consist of three parallel programs focused on 
helping companies to achieve:

• Financing opportunities
•  Cooperation and commercialization of innovative services 

in health sciences
•  Distribution of medical technologies and/or products and 

services in health 

The mission is focus to companies in the biotech sector that 
have projects or interests of partnering and that are willing to 
meet the health sciences sector of Canada in order to establish 
partnerships with companies in the country. Specifically, they 
would be projects in terms of R+D+i, technology transfer, co-
development of new products or technology, joint-ventures, 
among others.

Upcoming activities

Continues on the following page →

https://www.marsdd.com/
http://www.biocat.cat/en/upcoming-events-sector/toronto-health-innovation-week-0
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During the Toronto Health Innovation Week, 26 different 
events will be organised, including the RESI Conference, an 
Innovation Forum to attract investors that is organised in 
different cities in an itinerant way.

LSO 2018 Celebration of Success Annual 
Awards Presentation
The LSO Awards are an important part of the ecosystem to 
advocate for Ontario’s life sciences sector, by celebrating the 
individuals and companies behind its success. 

Wednesday, February 28th, 2018
Liberty Grand, Exhibition Place
25 British Columbia Road, Toronto
Click here to register.

Upcoming activities
← Continued from the previous page

http://www.biocat.cat/en/upcoming-events-sector/toronto-health-innovation-week-0
https://secure.e-registernow.com/cgi-bin/mkpayment.cgi?state=3146
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bioXclusters is an alliance formed by four leading European 
life science and healthcare clusters: Biocat (Catalonia, 
Spain); BioM (Bavaria, Germany); bioPmed (Piemonte, Italy); 
Lyonbiopole (Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, France). With a common 
vision, the alliance aims to be the most competitive European 
meta-cluster initiative in personalised healthcare, delivering 
cutting edge solutions at a global level. Since its creation in 
2012, the partnership has attained significant success and 
a recognised positioning worldwide. It currently represents 
3,300 innovative SMEs across its four partner regions.

Building on the successful programme bioXclusters (2012-
2013) and funded by the European Union’s COSME 
programme, the prime aims of bioXclusters plus are to 
support the internationalisation of its SMEs and to act as a 
single entry point to Europe for international healthcare 
players.

The alliance provides a wide range of services to aid its SMEs’ 
growth and competitiveness. Its activities include:

•  The organisation and participation of matchmaking and 
networking events with clusters and potential business 
partner in its defined international strategic markets.

•  Fact-finding missions to strategic countries to learn first-
hand about country-specific opportunities and entry 
requirements as well as to establish contacts with local 
clusters and potential business partners.

•  Information materials about the target countries for 
higher market understanding.

•  Tools to support its SME’s international development, 
which includes the eLSi and the Easy Speak platforms 
as well as several country reports. The Handbook of 
Recommendations for Internationalisation and Best 
Practices, a compilation of key findings documented during 

the alliance’s first phase, is highlighted as an essential 
document to help with international expansion.

•  Training workshops/webinars for SMEs with external 
experts from the target countries to educate, build and 
spread knowledge.

•  Personalised services through the Gateways. These 
include the identification of partners and collaboration 
opportunities for SMEs.

Internationally, the alliance has established relationships in 7 
target countries Brazil, China, USA, Japan, Australia, South 
Korea, and Canada. Constantly looking for new markets 
with business opportunities to support its SME’s growth, 
the alliance also collaborates with other European strategic 
cluster partnerships and is always open to new relationships 
with other bioregions to increase its network of contacts. 
During the last phase of the EU-funded bioXclusters plus, the 
bioXclusters alliance has achieved following milestones: 

Main results reached in total are:

•  Signatures of 4 Gateway agreements (Biominas in Brazil, 
Cinnamed in Brazil, Fenglin BioMedical in China, Wistar 
Institute in US)

•  Signatures of 4 new MoUs (HInSA in Australia, TO Health! 
in Canada, Osaka BioHeadquarters in Japan, Chuncheon 
Park in Korea) 

• Organisation of 8 C2C matchmaking events 
• Organisation of 3 fact-finding missions (Japan, China, US)
• Organisation of 3 inbound visits 

About bioXclusters plus
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For any further information about the project or the bioXclusters alliance, please 
contact your local partner:

Catalonia (Spain): Biocat.  Roi Villar – rvillar@biocat.cat

Bavaria (Germany): Bio-M.  Dr. Stephanie Wehnelt – wehnelt@bio-m.org

Piedmont (Italy): bioPmed/Bioindustry Park Silvano Fumero.  Alberto Baldi – baldi@bioindustrypark.it

Auvergne Rhône-Alpes (France): Lyonbiopole.  Emilie Romeo – emilie.romeo@lyonbiopole.com (project leader)

Contact Data

About bioXclusters plus

http://www.biocat.cat/en
https://www.bio-m.org/
http://www.biopmed.eu/
https://lyonbiopole.com/en/
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